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Apologies to you all for the late delivery of this Newsletter.   Judy and Carmel have had a 

very busy week visiting villages in Lara, Werribee and Point Cook. 

The residents at all three villages provided us with a very warm welcome.  

Thank you for taking the time to attend and we hope the sessions were informative. 
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The one and only guide you will need is the MHOA INFORMATION BOOKLET FOR LAND LEASE LIVING 

which o"ers practical streamlined easy-to-follow information that assists with the challenges of  

Buying— Living—Selling  in these communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“  06 May 2025 Immediate release to the ASX Victorian Civil and Administra�ve Tribunal (VCAT) 

proceeding update Lifestyle Communi�es Limited (ASX: LIC) provides the following update on the 

proceedings currently before the Victorian Civil and Administra�ve Tribunal (VCAT). 

On 1 May 2025 and 5 May 2025, the President of the Victorian Civil and Administra�ve Tribunal, 

the Honourable Jus�ce Woodward, conducted hearings on selected preliminary legal issues related 

to claims made against Lifestyle Communi�es. The hearings of the submissions on those prelimi-

nary legal issues have concluded and President Jus�ce Woodward reserved his decision. A wri1en 

decision will be provided in due course.  

We will con�nue to keep shareholders informed as the ma1er progresses.  “ 

 

Back in July 2024, MHOA sent a submission for the aboli�on and removal of exist /deferred  

management fees in residen�al land lease villages in Victoria           refer next page 

 

This digital booklet is available initially only for MHOA 

members via email.  (attached) 

For members without an email please place your name 

on a list with your Residents’ Committee  / Home  

Owners Committee  member  

OR  nominate a resident within your village  to collate a 

list,   

All bulk orders will be posted and distributed in the next 

print run of this booklet when we will then provide a copy 

to all recipients on the list including non-members. 

DMF/Exit Fees in VCAT  2025  

Press release from Lifestyle Communi�es 
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Back in July 2024, MHOA sent a submission for the aboli�on and removal of exist /deferred  

management fees (DMF) in residen�al land lease villages in Victoria    

 

The following ma�ers are the basis of our submission:  

∗ The Residen�al Tenancies Act (RTA) makes no men�on of, and is therefore silent, on Deferred 

Management Fees.  

∗ •  It is the Government's intent that all costs imposed by a Site Owner are clearly iden�fied at 

the signing of the Residen�al Site Agreement. This is evidenced by the 2010 Ministers second  

reading speech rela�ng to the 2010 legisla�on, that in part says “…all fees and charges  

imposed by operators, along with their purpose and methods of calcula�on, must be clearly 

disclosed before entry into a site agreement.”  

∗ Sec�on 206S (1) (a) of the RTA states “A site agreement must include details of the rent fees 

and other charges payable under the site agreement.” As the sale price of the dwelling is  

unknown at the �me of the applicant signing the contract, imposing a DMF of an unknown  

figure fails to detail the amount of the fee pursuant to this sec�on.  

∗ •  Sec�on 206S (2) of the RTA states “A site owner must not require payment of any amount  

under the site agreement if the amount has not been disclosed in the site agreement in  

accordance with this sec�on.” For the majority of the villages that a�ract a DMF based on a 

sale price, it is obvious that it would be impossible to establish what a sale price would be at 

the �me of signing the site agreement.  

∗ The majority of mainstream states, including South Australia, Queensland and NSW enjoy  

legisla�on that does not include Deferred Management Fees/Exit Fees. 

 

Summary of Recommenda�ons 

1: that the Victorian Government establish a central regulatory body for the registra�on and  

oversight of land-lease villages and compliance of land-lease village owners. 

2: that the Victorian Government introduce legisla�on to prohibit the use of Deferred  

Management Fees, otherwise known as Exit fees, by all site owners of Land-Lease villages that 

come under the Residen�al Tenancies Act 1997 Part 4A.  

3: that the Victorian Government introduce clear and concise regula�ons sta�ng that no other 

fees beside site fees may be charged to the Site Tenant and that these regula�ons are  

monitored for compliance and enforcement. Recommenda�on 

4: 4: that the Victorian Government establish a Dispute Resolu�on process as part of the  

registra�on of the Residen�al Tenancies Act Part 4A villages, to which all Site Owners must 

comply. 

A REMINDER: 

Residen�al Site Agreement should be easy to understand.   

It is a contract between you and the site owner which can’t be varied without mutual con-

sent.   The agreement should give you certainty about the ongoing costs plus clarity on  

everyone’s rights and responsibili�es.   Your site agreement stays in place and cannot be 

altered if the site ever changes ownership or management. 
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Are you ready for winter? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who pays for your water rates?         

In our April newsletter,  we asked for responses to our water survey.    We received  details  

from only nine villages but need more to get a bigger picture, so perhaps this month we will 

learn how it is in your village. 

MHOA are interested to know how water rates are paid in land lease villages across  

Victoria.   

In most cases residents pay for their water consumption only, but who pays the  

water, sewerage and drainage service fees —the resident or the site owner? 

Please let us know by emailing us at info.mhoa.vic@gmail.com  

1. Name of your village and suburb/town  

2. Water usage:                                                              resident    or    village owner 

3. Who pays your water rates to provider:         resident    or    village owner 

4. Other:     please explain 

 

Thanks for helping us... 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FEES BECOME  DUE  1 JULY 

As previously advised, membership fees are now $10 per person per year.    1 July to 30 June 2026. 

Renewals can be done from our website or download a paper copy from our website   

www.mhoavic.com   and Renewal forms for members without internet will be posted to you  

attached to this newsletter. 

 

NOTE TO RESIDENTS WHO JOINED WHEN WE VISITED LAST WEEK:    Your membership  

payment covers you un�l 30 June 2026..    

 

 

Ju�� & C�	
�� 

Business hours:   Mon-Fri    9am—4.30pm 

It’s that time of year again!  Winter is closing in, the rates of  

influenza and respiratory and chest infections increase leaving 

older Australians vulnerable to so many illnesses including  

influenza, Covid-19 and RSV. 

Vaccines are available at GPs, pharmacies and community 

health centres.  It is recommended that you get vaccinated as 

soon as possible.   

Don’t leave yourself exposed, be proactive and speak to your GP 

asap. 


